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Energy Saving Measures in Summer

With summer setting in, I write to seek your support for initiatives to reduce electricity
consumption by air conditioning.

Impact on Climate Change and Air Pollution by Electricity Consumption

Climate change is the most important challenge facing the mankind. As Hong Kong is a financial
centre and service-based city, we do not have energy-intensive industries, the dominant contributor
of greenhouse gases in Hong Kong is electricity generation which is responsible for over 62% of
greenhouse gases produced locally. Also, electricity generation is one of the major sources of air
pollution in Hong Kong. It accounts for the emission of 88%, 44% and 28% of sulphur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides and respirable suspended particulates respectively in Hong Kong in 2008. Hence,
reducing electricity consumption can help alleviate impact of climate change and directly improve
local air quality.

Air conditioning accounts for about one-third of the total electricity consumption of Hong Kong
each year, costing some $10 billion in electricity bill. To reduce electricity consumption by air-
conditioning, I appeal for your support of the following initiatives-

a) maintaining the air-conditioned room temperature at 25.5 degree Celsius; and
b) encouraging dress down at work.

Maintaining Room Temperature at 25.5 degree Celsius

According to studies by American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-conditioning
Engineers, under normal circumstances, more than 90% of people would consider a room
temperature of 22.5 degree Celsius to 25.5 degree Celsius comfortable. Since 2005, we have led
by example by implementing the 25.5 degree Celsius policy, requesting all bureaux and
departments to maintain their office indoor temperature at 25.5 degree Celsius in summer except
special operational needs. We have been promoting the setting of air-conditioned room
temperature at 25.5 degree Celsius to all sectors of society at the same time.
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The raising of relevant temperature from 22.5 degree Celsius to 25.5 degree Celsius can itself
reduce electricity bill by HKS$ 1 billion per annum. A similar practice has also been adopted in the
Mainland (26 degree Celsius), Japan (28 degree Celsius) and the US (78 degree Fahrenheit, which
is about 25.5 degree Celsius).

Dress Down at Work

Since 2006, we have been encouraging the private sector to adopt a “dress down” policy in
summer. This will enable staff to feel more comfortable in summer, and will also reduce electricity
consumption by air conditioning. This “dress down” initiative had also been promoted in other
countries including Japan, South Korea and the United Kingdom in recent years.

Conclusion

The environment is a public resource that requires our concerted efforts to conserve. I am pleased
to note that our private sector has been dedicating much efforts to protect our environment and we
look forward to your continuing support.

For any enquiry regarding the foregoing, please feel free to contact Miss Katharine Choi, Principal
Assistant Secretary (Energy) at 2594 6728. More information on environmental protection and
energy conservation is available at the following websites:

(a) Environmental Protection Department: www.epd.gov.hk
(b) Electrical and Mechanical Services Department: www.emsd.gov.hk

We should be most grateful if you could kindly forward this email to your member associations or
companies, appealing for their support of the aforesaid energy-efficient measures.

Yours sincerely,

Edward YAU
Secretary for the Environment
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